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The New Testament Books
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts of the Apostles
Romans
I Corinthians
II Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians

II Thessalonians
I Timothy
II Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
I Peter
II Peter
I John
II John
III John
Jude
Revelation

Synoptic
“seeing together”
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What is a Gospel?
NOT a biography or “hero story”, NOT a history

NOT a theological or philosophical treatise
( It's about what Jesus did as much as what he said ) 

Gospel = Good News!
Gospels are Proclamations of Faith in Jesus Christ 

Written by and for a 1st Century Community of Faith

The four canonical Gospels were widely read and respected by many ancient churches.

Many other Gospels and Christian writings existed but were not included in the canon.
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The New Testament
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Temple
destroyed
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• The gospels were written at a time when many churches had been 
established throughout the Roman Empire

• Each gospel addresses concerns contemporary to its time and audience
• Common concerns in the mid/late 1st Century:

• Conflict between Jews and Christians
• Roman persecution of Christians
• Emerging heresies within Christianity (e.g. Gnostics, Marcion in 2nd Century)

• Notorious events
• 64 CE – fire in Rome and purge of many Christians by Nero
• 70 CE – Rome destroys the Temple in Jerusalem

Context of the Gospels
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The Synoptic Gospels

Synoptic = “seeing together”

All but 24 verses of Mark appear in Matthew and/or Luke

Mark Q

Matthew Luke

Earliest gospel by ~30 years Unknown collection of sayings of Jesus

?
Unknown source(s) Luke used
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Parable of the Sower
Mark

Matthew
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Parable of the Sower
Mark

Luke
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The Genealogies of Jesus

Mark
No genealogy

Matthew
Genealogy traced back to Abraham

Luke
Genealogy traced back to Adam
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The Gospel of Mark

Unknown. A Greek writer with Hebrew roots. Traditionally 
either Mark, an interpreter of Peter but not an eyewitness of 
Jesus' ministry, or by John Mark, a companion of Paul

Author 
Around 70 CE. Mark is the earliest gospel, a unique document 

in ancient literature, and a model for future Christian 
writings

When
An apocalyptic, Gentile community in early Christianity, likely 

near Antioch in Syria or perhaps Galilee. Mark was likely the 
founding document of this community. 

Audience
This community likely believed that Jesus was returning very 

soon, giving an immediacy to the message. Prepare for the 
new age!

Emphasis
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The Beginning of Mark

Mark begins with the baptism of Jesus

There is no infancy narrative
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The Ending of Mark Mark likely ended at 16:8

There are no post-resurrection appearances
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The Gospel of Matthew

• Unknown. A Jewish Christian who knew both Hebrew and 
Greek. traditionally the apostle MatthewAuthor

• Matthew reproduces about 80% of Mark; QSources
• Around 90 CEWhen
• Jewish Christians perhaps in Palestine or Syria. Audience
• Establish Jesus as the Jewish Messiah and the Church as the 

new Israel. Matthew’s gospel is the most critical of the 
Jewish establishment. 

Emphasis
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Aspects of Matthew

The Wise Men – Matthew 2:1-12

Sermon on the Mount – Matthew 5-7

Parables of the hidden treasure and pearl  -  Matthew 13:44-50

Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard – Matthew 20:1-16

Denunciation of Scribes and Pharisees – Matthew 23:1-36

Parables of the Ten Bridesmaids – Matthew 25:1-13

The Last Judgment (sheep and goats) – Matthew 25:31-46

The Death of Judas – Matthew 27:3-10

Matthew's language and structure is more complex than Mark's

Each section contains narratives followed by a sermon

Only in Matthew
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The Beginning of Matthew
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Matthew 23 Matthew reflects tensions between Jews and Jewish Christians

16



2/1/26

9

www.glenmarumc.org

The Gospel of Luke / Acts

Unknown. A highly educated Gentile familiar with the literary styles of 
sophisticated Greek and Roman readers. Traditionally, Luke, a Greek 
physician and companion of Paul, but not an eyewitness of Jesus' 
ministry

Author

~35% from Mark, ~20% from Q, about 35% unique.Sources

Around 90 AD, perhaps near Antioch in Syria or in Asia MinorWhen

Gentile (Greek) churches, serious Greek/Roman readersAudience
Jesus' concern for the “least, last, and the lost”, and that the 

gospel is for all people.Emphasis

The Gospel of Luke and Acts are a two-volume set!

17

www.glenmarumc.org

(Some) Material Unique to Luke

The “traditional” infancy narrative – Luke 2:1-20

The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:29-37

The Rich Fool  - Luke 12:13-21

Healing on the Sabbath – Luke 13:10-17

The Prodigal Son – Luke 15:11-32

The Unjust Manager – Luke 16:1-13

The Rich Man and Lazarus – Luke 16:19-31
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The Beginning of Luke
Stylized introduction common in 1st Century writings
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Luke 15
Luke's language is among the most sophisticated in the Bible
Luke often arranges material to highlight theological ideas

property

money

family
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Epochs in Luke-Acts

God
Christ
Spirit

God
Spirit

God
Christ

Christ Spirit

0 CE 33 CE

Luke establishes the ongoing mission of the Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit

Prophets

Heaven

Earth
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Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

      Mark 12:29-31

He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

      Matthew 22:37-40

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” And he [Jesus] said to him, “You have given the 
right answer; do this, and you will live.”

      Luke 10:27-28

The Central and Common Message
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