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What is the Old Testament Story?
SESSION TWO

1

When was the Old Testament written?

2000 BCE 1500 1000 500 0

OLD TESTAMENT EVENTS

ORAL TRADITION WRITING/EDITING
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Abram – The Story BeginsGenesis 12-16

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob (Israel)
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Haran

3

Slavery in Egypt

Fleeing famine in Canaan, Israel 
moves his family to Egypt, where his 
son Joseph became a high official.

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who
did not know Joseph.
         — Exodus 1:8 

The Hebrews were enslaved in 
Egypt for 400 years.

Exodus 1-2
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Exodus and the Law

Moses leads the people through the sea to 
Mt. Sinai, where God gave them the Law

For the next “40 years”, the people wander 
in the wilderness, fed by manna

During this time, the ragtag band of fleeing 
slaves becomes transformed into a 
community of faith

Exodus 5-40, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy
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“Conquest” of Canaan

Canaan was already occupied!

The people of Canaan were 
farmers living in settled villages; 
the Israelites were nomads who 
knew nothing about farming

Led by Joshua, the people gain a 
foothold in Canaan and begin 
expanding

Joshua
Judges
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The United Kingdom

Established by David and 
expanded by Solomon

I-II Samuel
I Kings 1-11
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The Divided Kingdom

After Solomon’s death, the 
kingdom split:
• Israel to the north
• Judah to the south

All the tribes except for Judah 
and Benjamin formed the 
northern kingdom of Israel

I Kings 12-22
II Kings 1-16
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Assyria and the Fall of Israel

Weakened by internal strife and 
corrupt kings, Israel fell to Assyria 
and the people were scattered

Assyria resettled the territory of the 
former Israel with foreigners, who 
became known as Samaritans

Only Judah was now left as the 
covenant people

II Kings 17
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Babylon and the Exile

In 587 Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon conquered Jerusalem. 
The residents were either 
slaughtered or captured, and the 
city and Temple were burned to 
the ground. There was nothing 
left.

II Kings 18-25
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Return and Rebuilding

After Persia conquered 
Babylon, Cyrus allowed the 
Jews to return to Jerusalem 
and rebuild the city and the 
Temple, led by Ezra and 
Nehemiah

The people retraced 
Abraham’s original journey!

Ezra, Nehemiah
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Old Testament Events

2000 BCE 1500 1000 500 0

OLD TESTAMENT EVENTS

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob

Slavery in 
Egypt

United
Kingdom
(David,
Solomon)Exodus Exile

Divided
Kingdom

Return
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A Literary Explosion

1500 BCE 1250 1000 750 500

DavidMoses Fall of 
Israel

Fall of 
Judah

Genesis Exodus
  Leviticus
    Numbers
Deuteronomy
           Joshua
                  Judges
                       1 Samuel

2 Samuel
          1 Kings
         2 Kings

Time of 
Writing

D

Divided
Kingdom

Genesis through Nehemiah were compiled after the Exile as a response to the Exile

The “D” historians

P
The “P” 
priestly
editors
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The Heart of the Law: the Decalogue

God

Neighbors

I. No other gods
II. No idols
III. No misuse of the divine name
IV. Remember the Sabbath

Neighbors Me

V. Honor your parents
VI. Do not murder
VII. Do not commit adultery

VIII. Do not steal
IX. Do not lie
X. Do not covet

Exodus 20
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The Heart of the Law: the Great Commandments

God

Neighbors

Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one.
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might.
   -- Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Neighbors Me

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
    -- Leviticus 19:18b
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Evaluating the Kings

800 700 600 500 400

Fall of 
Israel

Fall of 
Judah

Return

900 BCE

Hezekiah Josiah

20 kings of Judah

19 kings of Israel

According to D, all were evil because they did not worship at the Jerusalem Temple (in Judah)

According to D, a few were good, but not as good as David.

D judged each king based on how 
well they honored God’s covenant
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Asa (Judah) vs Ahab (Israel) 1 Kings 15:9-12

1 Kings 16:29-33
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Why did God let this happen?

Where has God gone?

What did we do wrong?

What does God want from us?

Is there hope for the future?

Looking Back From Exile

We were unfaithful.

Nowhere! God is still here. We left!

We broke the Covenant.

To keep the Covenant.

Yes! God keeps God's promises.
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